Newmarket start defence of Suffolk Cup

Two days after being on the end of a volleyball lesson from National league Division one giants Bristol, the shoe was on the other foot as Newmarket played the Goliath role in the first round of the Suffolk Cup.

With the Suffolk cup based on a handicap format this was the worse case scenario with 2005 Division two bottom dwellers Ipswich Sharks  given a twenty point head start on the Division one winners Newmarket.  With the advantage split on the scoreboard at +10 & -10 Newmarket needed to Score 35 points before Ipswich scored 15 in the race to the 25 point target.  

With minds still dwelling on the experience of there National Cup defeat to the countries eighth best team, this Suffolk cup game could have been a banana skin.  However, in an amazing near faultless first set Newmarket only conceded 5 points as they rattled up the 35 points to take the first set.  All players were outstanding in there level of control particularly Tim Saunders with 20 consecutive serves.

With a nine man squad selected, the Coach was able to change half of the six man team for the second set. Within a few points it was clear that the very high standard achieved in the first set was not sustainable, and  a string of errors from several players saw Ipswich eventually reach set point at 17-24.  Despite the drop in form, the players showed great character to eradicate the faults and level the points before finishing the set 28-26 winners.  

With Ipswich nearly stealing the second set there confidence was high and in the third set they played well above the standard that last seasons league position  suggested.  Newmarket attacked well, but only to see the ball hit an Ipswich player and come back.  Eventually Newmarket found them selves in the same position at set point down, but controlled serving and final attack saw the set closed again at 28:26 and the  match won.

Newmarket 3 Ipswich Sharks 0  (25:15, 28:26, 28:26)

