Newmarket 3 Warwick Riga II 0

Following last years all conquering season, Newmarket took their first step towards entering the National Volleyball League by testing the water and mixing it with the big boys in the National Knock-out Cup. The first round draw pitted them at home to Coventry side, Warwick Riga II. Riga were relegated last year from NVL Division 2.

Understandably, it was a slightly nervous start by the hosts, but during a very closely fought first set, Newmarket just managed to edge ahead. With this lead, confidence started to grow and after staying ahead by 2 or 3 points Newmarket finally made the big push to take the set 25-20.

The same pattern applied to the second set with Newmarket always in control. The team produced quality volleyball throughout and fought hard for every point, refusing to let anything hit the floor. The crucial second set was closed out 25-19. 

After a couple of changes to the home team lineout, Newmarket found themselves slightly behind for much of the first set. But determined not to let Riga into the game, Newmarket tightened their defence and produced a final attacking surge to take the final set 25-19.

Overall Newmarket played a very steady and sensible game without some of their usual flare and flamboyance in order to get the job done. They can now look forward to the next round against Div 1 team Bristol in November.

TEAM - Ben Child (Capt.), Pete Saunders, Matt Reed, Charlie Reed, Rob Dovaston, Sean McCormack, Paul Freeman, Keith Hardman.
